
CHATHAM AREA 1'RANSl1' 

Spring 2023 Edition 

CAT is the recipent of the Georgia S.M.A.R.T. Grant 

Georgia lawmakers have secured $1.2 million from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

to improve transportation connectivity in Chatham County. Senators Jon Ossoff and 

Reverend Raphael Warnock are using the funds to support a new electric vehicle 

micro-transit project through Chatham Area Transit (CAT), which will provide a 

reliable call-a-ride service for Savannah residents to access work, school, healthcare, 

and other essential services. The new micro-transit system is expected to improve 

access to transportation for residents of Chatham County, particularly those in rural 

areas. 

The SMART Grants Program, established through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, 

is designed to help local agencies advance innovative projects that improve 

transportation efficiency and safety in their communities. Senators Ossoff and 

Warnock secured the $1.2 million for CAT's EV Zonal Micro-Transit Project through 

this program. CAT Executive Director and CEO Faye DiMassimo expressed gratitude 

for the game-changing SMART grant opportunity, thanking Senators Ossoff and 

Warnock for their leadership in securing the funds. Additionally, DiMassimo 

highlighted that Georgia Tech, Savannah State, the ATU operators union, and GDOT 

would be key partners in the project's success. 

Overall, the new micro-transit system is expected to provide Chatham County 

residents with a new, affordable transportation option that will enable them to 

access critical services and employment opportunities more easily. Through the 

bipartisan infrastructure law, lawmakers hope to continue delivering investments 

that will strengthen Georgia's infrastructure and promote stronger connectivity and 

safer communities.
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Introducing CATCast: The Chatham Area Transit Podcast 

Gspotify® 

CAT introduces CATCast, a podcast featuring discussions about 

everything related to transit and transportation in Chatham 

County with officials and leaders from the area. Recent episodes 

have welcomed guests such as Savannah's Mayor Van Johnson, 

City Manager Jay Medler, Chatham County Chairman Chester 

Ellis, Chatham County Manager Michael Kaigler, and President 

and CEO of Savannah Chamber of Commerce Brent Brantley and 

Visit Savannah President Joseph Marinelli. 

Available on Spotify and CAT's YouTube page, the podcast 

provides insights into the challenges and exciting projects 

involved in operating a transit system in the region. 

Subscribe and follow CAT on social media to stay up to date. 








